
4 Sunday A                  St. John Paul II         2017 

Matthew 5:1-12 

 
The Gospel reading we just heard is the beginning of Jesus’ first  

    and most famous sermon. 

It is called the Sermon on the Mount and it begins in the fifth chapter  

   of Matthew’s Gospel and the 6
th
 Chapter of Luke’s. 

We will hear bits and pieces of this sermon over the next five weeks. 

   Most of it, like today’s Gospel, will probably sound familiar to you. 

Over the next five weeks we will hear things like: 

     “You are the salt of the earth.” 

         “You are the light of the world.” 

             You have heard that it was said…but now I tell you,” and 

“Do not worry about what you are to eat and drink…God will take care of you.” 

 

In this entire sermon Jesus raises the bar for what it means to follow God. 

 

It is a blessing for us that this sermon begins on the same week  

    that we begin Catholic School’s Week because since the 18
th

 century 

      Catholic Schools have preached that same message and like Jesus  

          raised the bar for those families who chose to avail themselves 

            of this opportunity. 

 

We are blessed here at St. John Paul II to have the opportunity to have  

   a Catholic education from Pre-school through grade 12… 

The first 10 years of which take place here on our campus  

   and the last 4 years at Our Lady Providence High School. 

 

St. John Paul II School has a slogan: 

    St. John Paul II School prepares students for Life and for Life Eternal… 

That slogan reminds us that our mission here in our school is two-fold. 

   We want students who are prepared academically for success in High School  

     and beyond…but we also want to form students in the Gospel. 

It is our mission to form students who are indeed salt for the earth  

    and light to the world. 

If you get a chance, stop by the school’s open house tomorrow from noon until 2 

    and walk through the buildings. 

I think you’ll be impressed by what you see and the investment our parish 

    is making in our young Church. 

 



But Jesus didn’t just raise the bar for kids… 

   He raised the bar for anyone who would choose to be his disciple. 

 

At all of our parish committee or commission meetings we begin each meeting  

   with a few moments of faith sharing called The First Fifteen… 

The First Fifteen takes one of the scripture readings and has two to three  

    reflection questions about the reading. 

One of the reflection questions for this week was this:  

   Who do you know in your life that lives out one of these beatitudes? 

 

It was a great question and one that I invite you to reflect on yourself. 

   But for me, it was pretty easy to begin naming off those people… 

 

Blessed are the poor in Spirit…I immediately thought of a women named Judy… 

   Judy was diagnosed with bipolar disorder and schizophrenia… 

      But when she was on her medications was one of the most deeply spiritual  

         people I have ever known. 

 

Blessed are they who mourn… 

  I think of any number of you who have recently lost loved ones 

   and I think of how often as we sit down to plan a funeral liturgy, 

     I see your faith shine forth in the midst of grief. 

 

Blessed are the meek…I thought of Ethel Snyder… 

   Ethel was a parishioner at Good Shepherd Parish in Indianapolis.    

      Her husband Tom died my first year there and Ethel,  

       who had spent many years taking care of him,  

         blossomed on her own as one of our faithful volunteers. 

             With love in her heart and a smile on her face,  

                   Ethel would light up any room she would walk into. 

 

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness… 

  I think of our SVDP Society and the good work that they do on behalf  

   of the poor in our area.  

     They not only hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

         but they work to make it happen right now. 

 

Blessed are the merciful…I think of all of our Communion minsters  

   to our hospitals, nursing homes and homebound… 

      How faithful they are in showing God’s mercy. 



Blessed are the clean of heart…I think of the little three year-olds and four year- 

   olds I pass everyday as I go into the office here at the St. Paul Campus. 

The other day one of them had on a birthday crown and I said, 

   How old are you? 23? 

     And another little boy said: “You always say that and it’s just silly.” 

 

Who are those people in your life that exemplify these beatitudes? 

   It’s a good question and one worthy of some reflection… 

 

But f you really want to raise the bar, ask yourself this… 

   How well do I exemplify these beatitudes in my own life?  

 

 

 


